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LETTER FROM THE COMMISSIONER

IF&W magazine goes online

After a half-year hiatus, Maine Fish and
Wildlife magazine is being published once
again. Now it's online and available to more
readers!

As you may recall, earlier this year we
proposed ceasing publication as a way to
save money. We knew how much you liked
the magazine, and we did too. But we
figured that because of tight budgets we
needed to save money somewhere, and
that you'd understand.

The Maine Legislature didn't want to see
the decades-old magazine cease in exis-
tence. It told us to come up with a way to
continue production. 5o here we are — on
the Internet! Articles are written by Maine
Department of Inland Fisheries and Wildlife
staff, and the publication is put together in
our Division of Information and Education.

One benefit of putting the magazine
online is our ability to reach more people.

License and registration holders who have
shared their e-mail address with us will get
a copy sent to their e-mail box. Viewers of
our website, www.mefishwildlife.com, can
see it as well. And all of you who like it
can forward it on to a friend. Now greater
numbers of people can read about the work
we're doing to preserve and protect Maine's
outdoor resources.

As you already know, TF&W staff is a
lot like you — people passionate about the
inland woods and waters of Maine, The 300
employees at IF&W are dedicated to man-
aging fish and wildlife resources and enforc-
ing the laws that protect them. Like you,
our staff hunts, fishes, boats, snowmobiles,
hikes or canoes/kayaks in the abundance of
wilderness Maine has to offer.

Their commitment will be evident in this
publication.

The electronic version of the magazine

DEeAR INLAND FisHERIES & WILDLIFE

Injured hiker
thanks wardens

It is with deep appreciation and gratitude
that I write to commend the game wardens
who responded to my emergency on White
Cap Mountain in the Katadhin Iromworks
last Saturday (Oct. 5, 2008).

As you may know, I twisted my ankle
hiking with two companions and, although
I tried to find a way to get out on my own,
it became evident that my injury was too
severa for this to happen. One of my fellow
hikers was able to go down the mountain
and call 9-1-1 and was then put in touch
with your bureau. After sitting in the cold
for several hours, it was like having angels
arrive when (wardens) Dan Carroll, Roger

to help get me to a medical facility. Fellow
Warden Rick Clowry arrived shortly after,
having gone as far as possible on the trail
in an ATV, As volunteers and EMT staff ar-
rived the wardens took charge of organizing
personnel and communicating procedures
to ensure everyone's safety.

These wardens performed with impres-
sive professionalism and competence, while
maintaining a sense of humor and reassur-
ance for me, The carry out was done in the
dark on a steep, wet and treacherous path.
The volunteers ranged from Brewer High
School freshmen to graduates, but the war-
dens instilled a sense of confidenca in these
young people and made sure that my safety
and theirs was the priority.

When we reached the ATV, Warden Clow-
ry drove us through more rough terrain.
The way [ was situated with the litter forced

is not much dif-

ferent than the Commissioner
paper one. You'll Roland D. Martin
still read insightful

articles about projects or programs within
the Department, see colorful pictures of
biologists, wardens and educators at work,
and share the reader-favorite "KidBits™ with
your children.

Plus, now you'll be able to read "Field
MNotes” regarding Game Wardens' activi-
ties on the job or cases they have closed,
"Biologist’s Journal” about an awe-inspiring
or introspective event biologists may have
experienced, and “Inside IF&W," a feature
about a talented individual on our staff.

We appreciate your interest in the work
being done at the Maine Department of
Inland Fisheries and Wildlife. And we hope
you like the online version of the magazine.

Remember: Pleasa share with a friend.

drove me to the ambulance, He distracted
me with tales of other rescues and con-
versation about (Chaplin) Kate Braestrup's
book. This was quite a night for me = first
ride on an ATV and in an ambulance.

When I finally arrived at the hospital and
had X-rays, it was determined that 1 had
broken my ankle bones and I had surgery
early the next morning. Because of the
excellent work done and supervised by the
wardens, I had no additional injuries.

1 am sure you are always proud of the
Bureau of Warden Service, but 1 do hope
you will let your staff know how impressed
I was with the work they did that evening.
They were heroes to me.

Please let the wardens know that I am
recovering nicely. If there is anything else
I can do to acknowledge these fine men, 1
would be happy to do so.

Guay and Troy Dauphines arrived with him to stand most of the time he was driv- Sincerefy,
blankets, jackets, crutches and news that ing, but he never complained. When we fi- Donna Chale,
they had organized a team of volunteers nally arrived back at the road, Lt. Pat Dorian Pittsfiaid
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Did you know?

A mature Bald Eagle has a
wing span of six to eight feet
and weighs eight to 14 pounds.
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$2.4 BILLION

Annual Total

of Hunting, Fishing, Boating

and Wildlife-Associated Recreation
added to Maine's Economy

WWW.MEFISHWILDLIFE.COM
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IF&W CoMMENTARY

A WICKED GOOD DEAL

By Regis Tremblay
Director of Public Information and Education

Maine is a state inseparably linked with its natural resources. For
over a century, visitors and residents alike have taken pleasure in
our year round opportunities to experience nature.

Few ather places offer a natural experience as authentic as
Maine's outdoors. Maine is a land rich in contrasts between fresh
and saltwater, alpine and lowlands, quaint villages and
millions of acres of uninterrupted wilderness,
Maine’s quality of life and its economy
rely on the diversity and abundance
of fish and wildlife that inhabit our
state,

Whether wetting a fly,
photographing a young
moose in a stream,
marveling at migrating
waterfowl, biking and
hiking along favorite
trails in the Fall, catch-
ing a glimpse of a black
bear, or boating on our
lakes and rivers, Mainers
and those who come to
visit our state value this
personal connection and
contribute more than $2.4
billion annually to the state’s
EConomy.

The 300 employees of the Maine
Department of Inland Fisheries and Wildlifie
are the stevards of Maine’s fish and wildlife and
we take this responsibility very seriously. We share your pas-
sion for preserving the Maine we know and love for our children and
their children's children and are working on your behalf to ensure
that Maine's natural resources are never depleted.

The Department of Inland Fisheries and Wildlife is a very small
agency, made up of 50 Wildlife Biologists, 31 Fisheries Biologists,

28 Hatcheries Biclogists, and 115 Game Wardens. What makes
them unigue Is their commitment to their chosen calling in life to be
stewards of this special place. They perform their duties and respon-
sibilities, not primarily for pay, but out of a dedication to the natural
resources,

It takes an annual budget of approximately $37 million for the
Department to protect the future of Maine's natural resources. $21.2
million comes from license fees and registrations. Another $8 million
comes from federal matching funds, and $5.9 million comes from

other special revenues such as the Moose Lottery, the Chickadee
Check off on tax returns, and the sale of the Loon and Sportsman's
license plates. Approximately £2 million comes from taxes.

With that $37 million, the Department conducts over 2,000 envi-
ronmental reviews annually to determine whether development will
impact wildlife and the habitat; projects such as, the wind farm at
Mars Hill, or the placement of new power lines.

There is no doubt that our natural resources are the lifeblood

of our economy, 800,000 people watch wildlife in
our state with a $1.3 billion impact on our
&y, economy. 289,000 people purchased
%‘% fishing licenses in 2007, while an-

. ather 209,000 purchased hunting
licenses. Hunting and fishing
had a combined $498 million
impact on this economy.

(U.5. Fish & Wildlife -

2008 Addendum)

And that’s not all.
The snowmobile and
ATV industries added a
combined $500 millian,
(ATV Maine, Snow-
mobile Association of

Maing), boating added

£153 These outdoor rec-
reational pursuits support

nearly 16,000 jobs and $449
million in salaries and wages
and they account for mare than

<865 millicn in retail sales, £108 mil-

lion in state and local taxes, and $95 million
in federal tax revenues. (U.5. Fish & Wildlife -
2008 Addendum) Clearty, The Maine Department of Inland
Fisheries and Wildlife plays a major role in preserving and protecting
the lifeblood of our economy.

As stewards of Maine's natural respurces, it is our job to preserve
and protect our natural resources, Maine's outdoor heritage, and our
economic future. It is our duty and moral responsibility to make sure
that our children and future generations can enjoy this beautiful and
magical place which is unmatched in the lower 48 states,

As stewards of this precious piece of Mother Earth, all of us have
a moral obligation to safeguard and maintain the only home we
have,

Also contributing: Wildlife biologists Sandy Ritchie and Steve
Walker, Licensing Director Bill Swan, and the IF&W communications
[eam.
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Photo by Jimmy Marz

THE BALD EAGLE
SOARS AGAIN IN MAINE

BY CHARLIE TODD AND GEORGE J. MATULA JR.

In January, the Commissioner of the  in 1978. Subsequent recovery of because federal delisting does not
Maine Department of Inland Fish- eagle populations led to reclassifica- automatically trigger state delisting in
eries and Wildlife (MDIFW) will be tion as a Threatened Species in 1995.  Maine.
recommending removal of the Bald Further improvements prompted the To remove the Bald Eagle from
Eagle (Haliaeetus leucocephalus) federal government to remove Bald Maine’s list, the Commissioner of
from Maine’s list of Endangered and Eagles from its list of Endangered and  MDIFW must recommend its remaval
Threatened Species. Threatened species in 2007. How- to Maine’s Legislature, the final au-

State and federal law first designat- ever, the Bald Eagle remains listed as thority for listing and delisting, but
ed the Bald Eagle as an Endangered a Threatened species under Maine’s only upon the recommendation of the
Specdies in Maine and 42 other stales Endangered Species Act (MESA), Commissioner.
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Historical Overview

We cannot precisely gauge Maine's his-
torical eagle population, but it likely once
numbered in the thousands. Modern inven-
tories of Maine eagles began in 1962, when
revealing low numbers, reduced range, poor
reproductive rates, and an uncertain future
for the Bald Eagle. By the late-1970s, a
remnant of 30 - 60 nesting pairs in Maine
and one in New York were the only breed-
ing eagles left in the Northeast bebween
the Chesapeake Bay and Canada. At that
time, Maine was one of only five population
centers for eagles nesting in the lower 48
states,

Scientists blamed a variety of human-
related factors for the decline, including
widespread use of the insecticide DDT,
which started in the late-1940s. The federal
government banned DDT use in 1972, but
by then, biologists could account for only 29
pairs of nesting bald eagles and eight young
eaglets throughout Maine.

Eagle numbers gradually increased follow-
ing listing and implementation of intensive
management practices, including working
with willing landowners to conserve eagle-
nesting sites,

There are currently at least 477 nesting
pairs of Bald Eagles in Maine; there are
more than 300 fladglings produced annu-
ally; there have been no population declines
greater than 5 percent since 1997; and 97
nesting areas are now in secure conserva-
tion ownership or easement.

Biological Issues

Bald Eagles have potentially long lives
{20 years), delayed maturity (4 - 5 years),
and limited recruitment (0 - 3 offspring per
year). Eagles are very selective of suitable
habitats and are extremely loyal to chosen
sites, Food supplies (quantity and quality)
typically limit top-lavel predators such as
eagles; thus, the local abundance of bald
eagles is self-limiting and in balance with
available resources in their environment.
These factors influence the rate of eagle
population growth. Maine’s population
recovery rate of 8 percent average annual
growth since 1990 is moderate, compared
to some other states.

The range of Bald Eagles has gradually
expanded from easternmast Washington
County, which was the only stronghold 30

Mew Hampshire

Charlie Todd
A wildlife biologist with the
Maine Department of Inland Fisheries
and Wildlife since 1976; based in Bangor

George J. Matula, Jr.
A wildlife biologist with the
and Wildlife who currently coordinates
Maine’s Endangered and Threatened
Species Program; based in Bangor

years ago. Eagles now reside in all sixteen
Maine counties, but 58 percent of the popu-
lation still nests in three Downeast counties:

Mew Brunswick

Hancock, Penobscot and Washington. This
forecast assumes no impacts from dimin-
ished legal protection or reduced habitat
availability. Owverall, the statewide picture
is a continuing, steady recovery for at least
the next 25 years,

Bald Eagle Conservation

Eagle numbers should continue to rise in
Maine after delisting, Ample habitats exist
for nearly twice as many nesting pairs as
we currenthy have. If recent growth rates
persist, more than 740 pairs could be pres-
ent by the year 2014,

Several laws protect eagles and their
nests from direct harm, but short-term
population sethacks are possible. We

WINTER 2009
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will continue to monitor and evaluate any
sethacks after delisting as well as mare
gradual population shifts, reduced produc-
tivity, increased death rates, etc. into the
future.

Mesting eagles need mature trees and
wooded buffers along shorelands — a niche
that will always be at risk to land develop-
ment and recreational pressures. The high
fidelity of eagles to their nests makes site-
specific management efforts very effective,
which is why it has been the comerstone
strategy of Maine's eagle management
program since 1972, and will continue to be
ensure a lasting recovery of eagles well into
the future.

Since 1990, eligible nests have been des-
ignated “essential habitats” under Maine's
Endangered Species Act, At present, there
are 521 such locations, but this protec-
tion will end after state delisting of the
Bald Eagle. However, concerns for nesting
eagles will not cease at that time! We have
developed other strategies to maintain suit-
able Bald Eagle habitat, including coopera-
tive efforts with landowners, conservation
partners, and municipal planners.

To minimize setbacks in continued Bald
Eagle recovery, we have developed a
“cafety net” approach in Maine that includes
at least 50 nesting areas under complete
fee ownership or suitable conservation
easements, and an additional 100 territories
under similar conservation and/or coopera-
tive agreements with private landowners,
We are trying to balance this acraoss the
spectrum of habitats and watersheds in
proportion to the nesting distribution of
bald eagles. For nearly 30 years, private
landowners have championed stewardship
of eagle habitats in Maine, but we need
appropriate incentives to help stabilize and
reward these voluntary arrangements over
the long term.

Future Strategies?

MDIFW and partners will not end Bald
Eagle monitoring, research, and manage-
ment because of delisting. Strategies are
already in place, and they will evolve further
as Necessary.

In 2004, the Department convened a
group of representatives from the public to
develop Bald Eagle management goals and
objectives to the year 2019. The Commis-

sioner and Advisory Coundcil adopted them
on September 23, 2004, and they are now
the Department’s marching orders.

COur management goals and objectives for
Bald Eagles are listed in the box. The De-
partment is committed to meeting them by
working with willing landowners to increase
the number of bald eagle nesting sites that
are secure, and to encourage landowners
to consider timing of activities that may
disrupt nesting success.

Protection After Delisting?

Federal regulatory protection

Although the Bald Eagle no longer

receives protection under the Endangered
Spedies Act (ESA), it will continue to receve
protection under the Bald and Golden Eagle
Protection Act, the Migratory Bird Treaty
Act, and the Lacey Act. All prohibit “take,”
which is defined as possession, transport,
export, import, purchase, sale, trade, or of-
fer to exchange eagles, parts thereof, eggs,
or nests, The Clean Water Act, Clean Air
Act, National Enwvironmental Policy Act, and

IF&\W Photo

Pesticides Control Act address contaminant
issues that have plagued eagles, other rap-
tors, and fish-eating birds.

The Bald and Golden Eagle Protection Act
is the primary protection tool now that the
Bald Eagle is federally delisted. (This act
is available online for viewing. See bos for
address.)

Maine regulatory protection
Under Maine statute, protection for wild

birds ensures perpetually closed seasons on
Bald Eagles, and prohibits hunting, posses-
sion, and destruction of nests or eggs of
Bald Eagles. We will list the Bald Eagle as

a Special Concern Species after delisting,
which enables review under Maine’s Sita
Location of Development Act. IFEW will
provide technical assistance to other agen-
cies, municipalities, and landowners, when
requested.

Future Eagle Monitoring
Nationwide trends
USFWS has developed a technigue to

PAGE &
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POPULATION GOAL

Increase the population and expand the range of breeding bald eagles in Maine,

. Population Objective: By 2019, increase the bald eagle population to at least
600 nesting pairs, and allow the population to naturally expand statewide.

. Productivity Objective: Maintain a statewide minimum productivity of 9 fladged
eaglets per 10 ocoupied breeding areas through 2019,

HABITAT GOAL

Identify, maintain, and enhance bald eagle breeding, foraging, and wintering habitat to
allow for future expansion of the bald eagle population in Maine,

. Habitat Objective 1: By 2019, ensure long-term protection of viable bald eagle
nesting habitat through fee ownership, easements, and landowner agreements for a
minimum of 300 nest sites, proportionately distributed throughout occupied range.

. Habitat Objective 2: By 2019, promote private stewardship of 300 additional vi-
able bald eagle nest sites through landowner agreements, outreach, tax credits, or other
means.

. Habitat Objective 3: By 2008, determine the amount and distribution of shore-
line habitat that is currently protected for feeding, wintering, and future nesting sites for
bald eagles, and determine the amount of additional shoreline that needs to be protected

to ensure the viability of 600 nesting pairs of eagles in Maine.

ON THE WEB

The Bald and Golden Eagle Protection Act
For details of how this act is applied, go the following USFWS website http://www.fws.

gov/migratorybirds/issues/BaldEagle/ OtherLawsProtection.htm

MNational Management Guildlifes
The USPFWS recently developed national management guidelines to help landowners
accommaodate the special needs of nesting eagles; see http:/fwww.fws.gov/migratory-
birds/issues/BaldEagle/MNationalBaldEagleManagementGuidelines. pdf

Mationwide Eagle Monitor Site
For full details on nationwide eagle monitoring, see http://www.fws.gov/migratory-
birds/issues/BaldEagle/PostDelistingMonPlan. pdf

periodically assess eagle population trends
across the continental 1S, especially in
high priority Bald Eagle population centers
such as Maine. This provides independent
verification every 5 years (starting in 2009
and continuing at least until the year 2024)
of eagle numbers. Maine partnered with
federal agencies in the initial test of this
protocaol in 2004,

Maine trends
IF&W will conduct traditional, statewide
imeentories in 2008, 2013, 2018, and 2023
to get a statewide minimum tally of nest-

ing eagles comparable to methods and
results during the years 1962 — 2007. We
will measure nest occupancy and produc-
tivity indices for eagle habitats to evaluate
differences based on conservation status,
cooperative management, and other eagle
habitats managed only by applicable regula-
tions. With this strategy, we should be able
to detect emerging problems and seek rem-
edies befiore significant population setbacks
arise. Our intention is to ensure a lasting
recovery of the Bald Eagle in Maine and to
provide a secure stronghold for the species
in the northeastern U.S.

BALD EAELE
DELIST!

1.  Abreeding population >150
nesting pairs for 3 consecutive years
(achieved in 1996}, and

2 Eaglet production > 150 fledg-
lings for 3 consecutive years (achieved
in 1999}, and

3. Population declines of less
than 5 percent for 3 consecutive years
{achieved in 2000}, and

4, Removal of the Bald Eagle
from federal listing (achieved in 2007},
and

5. A habitat "safety net” that
includes both of the following compo-
nents:

a. Greater than 50 nesting areas
in secure conservation ownership or
easements (achieved in 2004), and

b. Greater than 100 additional
nesting areas in secure conservation
ownership, appropriate easements, or
cooperative management agreements
(pending).

There are currently at least 477
nesting pairs of Bald Eagles in Maine;
there are maore than 300 fledglings
produced annually; there have been no
population declines greater than 5%
since 1997; and 97 nesting areas are
now in secure conservation ownership
or easement.

We have not met criterion 5b, but
there are now more than 220 partially
protected nesting areas in Maine. On-
gaing efforts by conservation partners,
and an effort to enroll key parcels
in management agreements via the
federal Landowner Incentive Program
{LIP), should resolve this criterion in
the near future,

We have exceeded all criteria by
at least a factor of two, except 5b.
Biologically, we have greatly surpassed
the criteria established for safeguard-
ing eagle recovery; consequently, we
are recommending removal of the Bald
Eagle from the list of Endangered and
Threatened species in Maine.
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Beneath Their Wings

For over 30 years, Wildlife Biologist Charlie Todd
has helped Bald Eagles take flight in Maine

By Deborah Turcotte
IF&W Spokesperson

The graveyard was in the trees above
him, and wildlife biologist Charlie Todd was
aghast.

Tombstone after tombstone of bald
eagles' nests that for years served as
incubators for wiliful parents to hatch eggs
and raise their young were empty shells of
death. Despite their efforts, the adult eagles
hadn't hatched an egg since the early
1960z,

The desolate landscape was a display of
how humans and prosperity contributed to
the near extinction of a beloved national
symbol, and Todd, a newly enrolled Univer-
sity of Maine graduate student at the time
in the mid-1970s, was on a guided canoe
tour of it.

"This one was used three years ago,” the
biclogist-quide told Todd, pointing to a mas-
sive vacant nest, "This one, four years ago.
This one was good until last year”

Todd was stunned. Populations had disap-
peared.

“There were no birds,” he said. “There
wera just empty nests, These nests are so
big and so well built they would usually last
years and years - even after the eagles had
gone. Wi were walching these monuments
to places where eagles had been. What kind
of project was this? It was like writing a his-
tory lesson on how not to do things.”

The field trip was a life-alerting experi-
ence for Todd. More than 30 years later, co-
workers at the Maine Department of Inland
Fisheries and Wildlife credit him for restor-

ing the bald eagle population in Maine.

"When you mention bald eagles in Maine,
the first name that pops up in many peo-
ple's minds Is Charlie's," said George Matula
Ir, IF&W's Endangered and Threatened
Spedies Program Coordinator, IF&W, the
LS. Fish and Wildlife Service, other state
and federal agencies, private conservation
organizations, land trusts, and citizens all
worked together to restore the bald eagle
population in Maine. However, the one com-
maon denominator and driving force behind
this remarkable recovery has been, and
continues to be, Charlie.”

Eagle restoration almost did not get off
the ground.

In 1975, a year or s0 before Todd became
involved, there was some interest at the
then Maine Fish and Game Department
and the University of Maine to undertake a
bald eagle management project. But there
wasn't any money. Attempts to garner
federal funds fell short when a high-ranking
state official turned down a one-year grant,
saying it wasn't enough money,

Funding wasn't the only challenge. The
eqqs produced by Maine's bald eagles
were laced with more than 100 different
chemicals carried into the state by weather
patterns sweeping upward from industrial-
ized Midwest states. Landowners needed
to be educated on how to protect nesting
grounds. Also bald eagles faced "uninten-
tional human risks” such as electrocutions
from power lines and car collisions. Public
education would be essential.

All would be daunting challenges, but

IF&\W Photo
IF&W Wildlife Biologist Charlie Todd

none of them deterred researchers, includ-
ing Todd.

To try to build up eagle populations along
the Kennebec River, researchers would re-
place “bad” eqgs produced by Maine's eagle
population with eggs brought in from other
states, Todd says the egq swap is "very
much like a tactical swat mission.

"You have to get in and get out quickly,”
he said. "When the birds are on eggs, they
don't like to be disturbed - even if it's by
well-intended biologists. 5o you have to
move very quickly. The bad eggs come out,
we put eggs from Minnesota in, and we get
out.”

And then one day was like no other.

"In 1978, we went to Swan Island, our
(IF&W) property in Richmond, where the
last pair of eagles nesting in the Kennebec
River Valley anywhere happenad to be,
They, like the others, hadnt had any luck
raising their own young and we were intro-
ducing eggs to help them.

"Only this time the eggs don't feel bad.”

Todd said the eggs were taken to a wild-
life rehabilitator in Vassalboro, who incu-
bated and hatched them. Then they were
raturned to Todd.

"1 say “we’, but my wife did the most
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Photo by Bill Hanson, FPL Maine Hydro Energy

A bald eagle sits in its nest high above a Maine waterway.

work, raising two eaglets from hatching

to 30 days of age, We then fostered them
back into another nest in Maine,” Todd said.
"Right after that, the Swan Island eagles
started producing their own young regu-
larly, and a few years later eagles began to
re-circulate in the Kennebec Valley. At the
present time, the area is almost saturated,
There are three pairs of eagles on Swan
Island. Every vacant nest that I saw on my
first day of work down there is re-occupied,
without exception,”

Todd sald the event changed him - and
solidified his career path.

"Raising those chicks was kind of an
eye-opener of what adult eagles must do
and how hard it is,” he said, "I have had
two boys and two eaglets, and the eaglets
were harder to raise than the boys. We had
to warm them. We had to feed them. We
had to separate them the first week of life
because they were going after each other.
We've been telling people for years about
the special needs of nesting eagles and how

vulnerable they are. And [ would always
think back about what it was like.”

In 1983, the Maine Department of Inland
Fisheries and Wildlife established a *non-
game’ program, complete with a limited
funding mechanism. Todd joined the de-
partment from the university in 1986.

"It's kind of nice to think we can reverse
the fortune of some individual wildlife that
are at risk,” Todd said. “And hopefully, that's
a lesson to not let others get in trouble,
but rather manage species before they get
into dire straits. You just can’t expect to
imeest 30 years to bring everything back.
It's better to take care of it before that
stage. That's the focus of our conservation
Programs now.”

Less than 100 eagles graced Maine's
skies when Todd became involved in eagle
restoration more than 30 years ago. There
were none in the other Northeastern states.
Mow, more than 475 nesting pairs = 950
birds — are dispersed among every county
statewide. Maine could support 1,000 nest-

ing pairs, said Todd, just like Wisconsin and
Minnesota.

"We are the stronghold for New England
and are eighth or ninth in eagle abundance
in the nation,” Todd said.

Over the years, as part of the ongoing ef-
fort to protect eagles, Maine has put regula-
tions in place that protect eagles’ nests and
their habitats. Landowners have become
allies, and the public has taken ownership in
their welfare.

1 feel like there are many eagle experts
in the state of Maine because people have
grown into an understanding and sympathy
for them,” Todd said. “I don‘t feel like the
sole expert any more,”

But at IF&W, Todd will always be the
expert.

*1 feel wery fortunate and lucky to have
been in the right place at the right time,"
Todd said. ™(I came to) an agency that had
no maoney and no program. But that didn't
stop us from doing eagle work. That's pretty
impressive to me.”
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SnowmoBiLE SEason 2009

ON THE TRAILS AGAIN

Game Wardens to encourage sledding safety, enforce laws

By Deborah Turcotte
IF&W Spokesperson

When snowmobilers prepare to head out
onto the trails, the Maine Warden Service
and the Maine Snowmobile Association
wolld like everyone to put safety on the top
of their to-do list.

Each year, the Maine Warden Service and
the Maine Snowmobile Association partner
to remind the public that safety is a prior-
ity when out on the state’s 13,500 miles of
trails, This season, Gov. John E. Baldacci
and Maine Department of Inland Fisheries
and Wildlife Commissioner Roland "Danny”
Martin joined MWS Col. Joel Wilkinson
and MSA Executive Director Bob Meyers to
deliver the safety reminder during a press
conference at IF&W in late December.

Maost of the state's major newspapers,
radio and television stations attended.

“It's important to be seripus about safety,”
Baldacci said. "It's a great industry and a
great opportunity, and we think we have
same of the best trails in the country.”

More than 100,000 snowmaobiles are reg-
istered in Maine, and the sport contributes
$300 million to Maine's economy.

But last season, 12 people died while
snowmobiling, with five fatalities occur-
ring in just one March weekend. On Dec.
23, a 19-year-old Cushing man died on a
roadway, and on Dec. 27, a 15-year-old
Winthrop man died on a trail outside of
Portage,

“Maine’s snowmobile trails — and Maine’s
outdoors — are not dosed tracks like you
see in television commercials,” Col. Wilkin-
son said. “And snowmaobilers are not profes-
sional stunt drivers, Your sled's speedom-
eter may show 100 miles per hour, but just
like in your car it doesn’t mean you drive
that speed. That's way too fast.”

Wilkinson said the Game Wardens will be
on the trails often this season, conducting
safety checkpoints and educating snow-

mobilers on safety. Drunken sledders will
not be tolerated, he said, and laws will be
enforced.

The majority of people who snowmobile
are safe drivers, Col. Wilkinson said. After
last March's deadly weekend, the Maine
Snowmobile Association, with assistance
from the Bureau of Maotor Viehicles and the
Maine State Police, conducted 35 special
enforcement details and checked more than
2,100 snowmobilers. Only 48 people re-
ceived summonses and 15 people received
warmings.

Meyers said snowmobiling is a family
activity, and all sledders should be proactive
in practicing safe sledding.

"Brush up on safety,” Meyers said. "Re-
mind yourself of the rules, and hawve a fun
season.”

IF&W Photo
Game Wardens meet snowmobilers during a vehicle inspection checkpoint last
January.

SAFETY TIPS
Wear a helmet,
Ride to the right of center on trails.
Don't drink and drive.
Use hand signals.
Drive at a reasonable speed for condi-
tions.
Tell someone where you are going and
when you will returm.
Leawve a map of your route on your
vehicle’s dashboard.
If you're going to be returning later
than planned, call your contact person
and let them know.
Check ice conditions if you're going to
travel on a lake or pond. Stay away
from areas where currents may be
flowing under the ice, as the ice is thin-
ner in these locations.
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IT'S STILL THE ONE!

Last year’s law book
remains in effect
thru March 31, 2010.

Do you still have yours from last year?

Limited copies available at IF&W or at licensing agents statewide.

LICENSE
ANGLERS!
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Beginning with

HABITAT

“The outstanding scientific discovery of
the 20th century is mot fefevision, or radio,
bt rather the complexity of the land organ-
fsm. Only those who know the mast about
it can appreciate how fittle we know about
it. The last word in fgnorance s the man
who saps of an animal or plant: "What good
is it If the land mechanism as & whole
is good, then every part is good, whether
we understand i or not, If the bicta, in the
course of agons, has bullt something we
fike but do not understand, then who but 2
fool would discard seemingly useless parts?
To keep every cog and wihee! is the first
precaution of intefiigent Hakering.”

So wrote Aldo Leopold some 60 years
ago.

Three short years ago , the Maina
Department of Inland Fisheries and Wild-
life (MDIF&W) issued its Comprehensive
Wildlife Conservation Strategy. More often
referred to as the State Wildlife Action Flan
(SWAP), this document sets the course for
the future of wildlife conservation in Maine,
Mever before has this Department undertak-
en a more all-encompassing planning effort
including the identification of 213 Species
of Greatest Conservation Need, 21 Priority
Habhitats, and 140 Focus Areas of Statewide
Ecological Significance. The plan is the em-
bodiment of topics pertaining to your ever-
eviolving state wildlife agency: answering to

By Steve Walker

A wildlife biclogist with the
Maine Department of Infand Fisheries
and Wildlife who currently coordinates
Maine’s Beginning with Habitat program

broader charges with limited funds, More
importantly, this plan addresses every cog
and wheel necessary to maintain a healthy,
hunt-able, and fishable Maine landscape for
future generations.

The SWAP, similar to a municipal compre-
hensive plan, considers each of the De-
partment’s public roles and responsibilities
concerning wildlife and habitat conserva-
tion, and breaks them down into prioritized,
implementable actions. The purpose:
to direct limited funds and Department
resources to issues and opportunities that
result in the greatest conservation benefit
for the State of Maine,

The SWAP planning process was originally
created as part of the Congressional Wildlife
Conservation and Restoration Program that
allocates State Wildlife Grant monies to
states with accepted comprehensive wildlife
pans.

As outdoor enthusiasts, we know, but
often take for granted, that Maine still has

Initiative melds
habitat, wildlife
conservation with
urban planning

large, healthy and robust landscape scale
habitats. Unless you have friends or rela-
tives in the D.C. to Boston urban expanse,
the extent of habitat loss and fragmentation
elsewhere in the eastern US is very foreign.
Biodogists at MDIF&W have long recognized
the great opportunity Maine has to learn
from states to our south and to better bal-
ance future consarvation and development,
an oppartunity that positions Maine to be a
leader in future outdoor recreation,
Compared to many other states, Maine’s
Department of Inland Fisheries and Wildlife
found itself well ahead of the conservation-
planning curve as we began SWAP draft-
ing. Since the 1970s we have realized the
importance of foousing on habitat health
-- and not just species populations for long-
term success. Our habitat planning got
its start with the concern of a potentially
catastrophic oil spill along our coast line in
the late seventies, and was subsaquently
fueled by the building boom of the 1980s,
MDIF&W mapped and cataloged the high-
est value wildlife habitats in our coastal
communities and eventually developed a
mapping protocol statewide based on the
USGS map grid and land sub-units. The
intent was to highlight those areas maost
critical ko maintaining sensitive species and
their habitats and provide this information
to inform planning decisions at all levels of
government,
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By 2000, the concept of Beginning with
Habitat had started to congeal. Together
with sister agencies and non-governmental
conservation organizations, MDIF&W de-
veloped a straightforward and very intuitive
approach to guiding effective landscape
level conservation planning. The model is
simple: 1) start your conservation planning
by taking a good hard look at the state of
your local landscape; 2) identify the key
ingredients that maintain local habitat func-
tions (remaining large undeveloped areas,
rare species and natural community types,
and greenways along streams, wetlands,
and ponds that provide linkage between);
and 3) identify local actions that can pro-
tect and conserve these elements as local
growth decisions are made. The theory
is also simple: if habitat functions are
maintained as we develop, most of Maina’s
Spedcies of Greatest Conservation Need will
continue to successfully find habitat oppor-
tunities without direct, and costly, Depart-
ment intervention. Additionally, using this

umbrella approach to habitat protection will
keep common species comman.  The result
will be a landscape that provides traditional
hunting and angling opportunities, open
space values, malntain rural character and
promaote "Quality of Place.”

To date, the Department has provided
Beginning with Habitat data and tools to
well over 200 of Maine's organized towns,
most of the state’s 100+ land trusts, and
has been successful in partnering with other
state agencies such as the Department of
Environmental Protection, Department of
Transportation, and the State Planning Of-
fice to utilize Beginning with Habitat's com-
mon language and data sets in day-to-day
project planning, permit review, and public
outreach efforts,

Our next article -- in the next edition -
will highlight the successes and challenges
of putting Beginning with Habitat to work
throughout the state in an effort to preserve
our collective Quality of Place and Qutdoor
Heritage.

Why It Matters

Beginning With Habitat Is the only
state program that promotes the pro-
tection of local "Quality of Place” and
traditional cutdoor recreations through
strategic habitat and open space con-
senvation by Maine's 455 municipalities.

Alsg, it is the only state program that
currently provides in-depth plant and
animal habitat maps and local growth
planning suggestions to Maine's orga-
nized towns.

BwH is the primary outreach mecha-
nism for the state's Comprehensive
Wildife Conservation Strategy and is
key in its implementation at the local
and regional levels.

Maine's Beginning With Habitat ap-
proach has been recognized nationally
and is being replicated in many states.

The Maine Department of Jntand Fiheries & Witdife (s

Limited Edition

Conservation Prints by

Tom Merriam
Fine Art Prints Portraying

Maine’s Famous Upland Game Birds

Wytopitlook Woodoock"
& Rugeley Grouse”

8 A signed and numbered edition of only 450 of each print is available!
: Purchase as an identically numbered set or individually.
Sets will be sold on a first come first served basis.

Prints are 10° by 15"
No requested numbers.
Nama Prim llems X Price item Total
Address opitlock Woodcock X £55.00
City Stale Zip angeley Grouse —— £55.00
Phone oth Prints in a Set X £100.00
S ; ) ubitodal —_—
Mail fo: Order from Cnline Store at: E State Sales Tax (5%) 2
MDIFWIConservation Print Offer wowwr mefishiildlife. com hipping + 5250
41 State House Stalion ofal Due
| Augusta, ME 04333-0041 For Questions please call; (207) 287-5244 Please Make Chechs payable to: Treasurer, State of Malne
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FALL IS SPAWNING SEASON

How Fish Hatcheries Stock Up

PHotos Y KrisTina PauLHus
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Then
and
Now

By Todd Langevin
Fish Hatcheries Supervisor

Every fall the Maine Department of
Inland Fisheries and Wildlife conducts
fish spawning operations at its hatcheries
statewide to supply our annual stock-
ing programs. Fish culture staff have
recently taken nearly 3 million eggs from
broodstock of brook trout, brown trout,
lake trout and landlocked salmon that
will, in turn, provide fish to stock (and
you to catch) in 2009 and 2010,

Larger-sized broodstock that have been
set aside at six of the eight hatcheries
currently operated by IF&W, are called
into action once it has been determined
that the female fish are *ripe™ and ready
to spawn. Eggs are “stripped” into a
pan from female fish and combined

Left photo by Bill Cross, 1935; Right photo by Kristina Pauthus, 2008
Just like it was done in 1935, fish are "stripped” of their eggs at IF&W fish hatcheries, fertilized,
incubated and then raised to be stocked in Maine's inland waters two years later. Recently, at the
Governor Hill Hatchery, large lake trout, or togue, were stripped by staff Tom McLaughlin, Jim
Knight, Mark Damren, & Trapper Lemay, as shown in these photos.

with milt from male fish to fertilize the
eggs. These eggs are incubated inside
the hatchery, where they will hatch and
begin feeding before they are eventually
transferred to outdoor rearing units.

Hatchery personnel have also been
busy finishing up their fall stocking across
the state before the cold weather freezes
up the waterways, Increasing numbers
of larger fish have been stocked as part
of the fall yearling program, to provide
expanded fall opportunities and gual-
ity fishing for ice fishermen this winter,
These fish are generally greater than
twelve inches and many a pound a piece.
There will certainly be happy fishermen
when these fish are iced!

State hatcheries currently produce 1.3
million fish per year, and have recently
stocked more pounds than ever befare.

Species MDIFW produces are brook
trout, brown trout, rainbow trout, lake
trout, splake, landlocked salmon and lake
whitefish. The hatchery product being
released is of ever increasing quality, and
has become much more attractive to avid
anglers. A 2008 real-time stocking report
is available on the IF&W website, www,
mefishwildlife.com.

Each decision to stock a particular
water is scientifically determined by
regional fisheries biclogists, and depend
on factors such as water quality, status of
existing natural fish populations, available
habitat, restoration considerations and
angling pressure. The role of the Hatch-
ery Division is to produce high quality fish
to fulfill the needs of stocking programs
across the state, and is critical in sustain-
ing fisheries for future generations.
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SIZING ALL
FROM A
SEINE HAUL
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In one day, fisheries biologists
go wild with nets to sample
landlocks on Kennebago

By Peter Bourque
Fisheries Division Supervisor

In late October, fisheries staff from IF&W's Augusta office assisted fishery field staff from
Strong and Bangor in sampling wild landlocked salmon from the Kennebago River,

This was a unigue situation where in a single day's effort, using a large seine in Steep
Bank Pool, biologists were able to gather a large biological sample of landlocks to help as-
sess the effectiveness of regulation changes on Mooselookmeguntic Lake.

In a single seine haul, 189 salmon and four brook trout were taken. All fish had lengths
and weights recorded, and scale samples were taken for aging at a later date.

The efficiency of this seining technique was very evident. Gathering a salmon sample of
this size often takes two to four weeks of trapnetting in most of our salmon lakes.

Growth rates and body condition of salmon in Mooselookmeguntic Lake declined mark-
edly in recent years because salmon densities became very high, so fishing regulations were
liberalized in 2000 and 2006 to encourage additional harvest by anglers.

We've seen improvements in fish quality since 2006, but a greater harvest still is neces-
sary for fish quality to be fully restored.

WINTER 2009 MAINE FISH AND WILDLIFE




PRAIAATYY

From Pages 30-31
EXAMPLE: Bax Turtle

XBO RTLUTE (Box turtle)
Black raspberry, wild grape

BKLAC RBEA (Black bear)
Acorn, purple flowered raspberry

OCOCRCAN (raccoon)
Wild apple, blueberry

WTHIE ALTIDE RDEE
{White-tailed deer)
Acorn, wild apple

SMOOE (Moose)
Red twig dogwood,
purple flowered raspberry

DOWOKUCD
(woodduck)
Acorn, wild grape

DLIW UYTRKE
(wild turkey)
Acomn, wild apple

DOGLCHINF (Goldfinch)
Sunflower, Virginia Creeper

ACHDECKIE (Chickadee)

MNOBRI {Robin)
Winterberry, cranberry viburnum

DRE NGWIDE BKCLA DRIB
(Red-winged Blackbird)
Sumac, sunflower

SROE STBRAEED GKROBSEA
(Rose-breasted Grosbeak)
Elderberry, sunflower

RAGY BCTARID (Gray Catbird)
Gray Dogwood, blueberry

Sunflower, Virginia Creeper

BioLoGIST'S JOURNAL By Cliuck Hulsey
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Insipe IF&W

Volunteer
print work
of IF&W

info man

By Deborah Turcotte
IF&W Spokesperson

The call came into the Maine
Department of Inland Fisheries
and Wildlife's main telephone
number — the one that reaches
the Department’s information
center — and Ralph Brissette
answered expecting one of the
usual questions: Did I get an
Any Deer Permit? When is hunt-
ing season? How do [ reach a
Game Warden?

“I'm looking for a lobster
hunting license,” the man told
Brissette. I see you offer differ-
ent hunting licenses for other
things. What's the difference if 1
want to hunt lobster, than deer
or other things?

Brissette couldn't believe
what he was hearing.

"I want to sit in the weeds,
dressed in camo, and hunt
lobsters,” the man said. "Watch
for me on CHN as 'l soon be
famous hunting lobsters in
Maine!"”

Brissette momentarily was
stunned, Then he couldnt help
himseilf,

"Yea, I just laughed,” Bris-
sette recalled. "1 told him I
couldn't wait to see him on
CMNN.

Well, the man hasn't ap-
peared on CHN, and Brissette,
along with Wendy Bolduc,
continue to answer calls and
e-mails — from the zany to the
legitimate ones - in the Depart-
ment’s information center.

But Brissetta is more than a
voice on the telephone, one of

sl Dnland Fisl

il Wildlife

“Majestic Perch”

Photo by Kristina Paulhus
RALPH BRISSETTE

the frontline representatives
that help IFEW's constituents
daily. He's an artist. And a good
one at that,

This year, as a thank-you
recognition, the Department's
volunteers received a signed
and numbered pen-and-ink lith-
ograph of a perched eagle that
Brissette put together in one
evening. The exquisite drawing

center daily,

provide educational support.

Why It Matters

Approximately 225 people call and another 50-80 people e-mail
the Department of Inland Fisheries and Wildlife's information

Approximately 700 people volunteer in IFEW programs state-
wide, helping the self-sufficient agency conduct research or

imprassed many at IF&W, who
were taken by surprise that
such a detailed endeavor was
accomplished in one sitting,.

The original is framed and
gracing a wall in Deputy Com-
missioner Paul F. Jacques's
office.

“I'm a big Bald Eagle fan and
a supparter of Maine wildlife
artists,” Jacques said. “We have
a guy here that's very talented
and in that vein I asked if 1
could buy the ariginal and if
he’'d personalize it for me,

which he did with the IF&W
logo.*
Brissette, who has worked
at the Department for seven
years, has dabbled in art since
he was a child, if he could get a
hold of something to draw with,
*1 was number 9 out of a
family of 10," Brissette said.
"Finding a full box of 8 Crayons
wolld have been a miracle.
My medium was pencil, and 1
wiould draw anything that didn't
move. Except chickens! We
raised them.”
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From scribbles to portraits, Brissette’s
passion evolved and his talent honed, Bris-
sette studied art at the University of Maine
in Presque Isle and at community Adult
Education classes,

His best work from childhood is a picture
of "Alica” sitting on a large mushroom, from
the novel, “Alice in Wonderland.” His best
from adulthood: "It's a portrait of my dad
and it's among my work in my art reom.”

Brissette began drawing and painting
wildlife for one simple reason. "I love the
outdoors and all that live in it."

With money being tight, the Department
earlier this year was trying to figure out
how to fund what's called the Volunteer
Recognition Print, a limited edition work of
art that's given with appreciation to vol-
unteers for their dedication and service to
IF&W programs such as the Maine Wildlife
Park, “"Hooked on Fishing, Mot on Drugs,”
and others.

"IF&W began commissioning the vol-
unteer Recognition Print in 1987, said
Emily Q. Jones, youth activities coordina-
tor. "There are usually 700 prints that are
awarded to volunteers throughout the state
who have gone above and beyond to assist
the Department.”

In past years, a Maine wildlife artist would
be commissioned, and a full-color print
would be created depicting either a large or
small game animal or a cold or warm water
fish species.

Instead of going outside the Department
for the artwork, a decision was made to
stay in house,

"We chose Ralph because he's very giving
of his talents to this agency,” Jacques said.

Brissette said he was happy to help out.
"I asked if they might be interested in one
of my works,” he said. "(Natural Resources
Educator) Lisa Kane provided an eagle
mount that I brought home and had sitting
on my dining room table over a weekend,
and I went from there,”

Getting lost in what he's daing is why
Brissette draws and paints. He said he
enjoys his job, and believe it or not, his
favorite part is "dealing with the general
public’s sometimes zany questions.” Like
lobster hunting in Maine's woods.,

And when he's home, there is art, ]
become very involved in my attempt to
capture the feel of the subject,” he said. *1
often lose track of time.”

Neck High In County Snow

Last winter's record snowfall, and its impact on Maine's deer herd, is evident in this
photo that was circulated via e-mail to various people at the Maine Department of Inland
Fisheries and Wildlife. A doe deer, back, and her first year fawn break a track through
neck-high snow in Aroostook County.

The picture was e-mailed so many times we're unable to track who took it.

Did you? We'd like to give you credit! Please e-mail us at ifw.webmaster@maine.gov
and let us know your name, of course, how we may reach you, where it was taken, and
your impressions of this moment in time.
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LANDOWNER RELATIONS

Permission, respect keys to landowner, user partnership

The Maine Department of
Inland Fisheries and Wildlife
recommends that all cutdoor
enthusiasts obtain landowner
permission before sporting on
private land. The majority of
recreationalists respect private
property and appreciate that
they are able to use private
property, with permission.

Maine Game Wardens are
responsible for enforcing tres-
pass as it pertains to the Fish
and Wildiife statutes (Title 12),
specifically protecting the rights
of landowners, To contact the
Maine Warden Service, call the
closest office of the Maine State
Police,

Most of Maine's outdoor
recreation such as hunting and
snowmobiling occurs on private
property. Always remember that
you are a steward of the land.
Treat the property of others as
if It was yours.

Many landowners prohibit
ATvs and other “off-road” ve-
hicles on their lands and roads.

Always consider other people,
especially landowners and
those who may not snowmaobile
or ATV ride. Ensure that your
conduct is not offensive.

In short, put the survival
of the spart first. Whatever is
best for the image of the sport
must take priority. Remember,
your behavior will reflect back
On Yo, your sport, and may
determine future public access
to huntable lands.

Brochures, website
getting revisions

Bob Duplessie, director of
Landowner Relations for IF&W
and the Maine Department of
Conservation works diligently
to coordinate the care and

management of land and trails
between landowners and off-
road vehicle users.

Duplessie reports that work
is progressing on some new
brochures and a new website to
help all groups in Maine under-
stand their rights and respon-

sibilities, according to a MDOC
press release. Updates of the
brachures, "Landowner Liability
Law"™ and “Access to Private
Land is a Privilege, Mot a Right,”
should be ready in January as
well as the website,

Among other projects he
has undertaken, Duplessie is
working to coordinate with
varous parties to remove an
abandoned 20-foot-long boat
on the Crooked River at Edes
Falls at the Naples-Casco town
line, Those involved include the
Maine Warden Service, West-

ern Foothills Land Trust, the
town of Naples, Portland Water
District, and several private
individuals.

As part of his responsibili-
ties, Duplessie gives presenta-
tions on landowner relations
to a sportsman’s ethics classes
sponsored by IFEW and orga-
nized by IF&W Safety Coordina-
tor Michael Sawyer. The class
is mandatory for all convicted
violators of fish and game laws
if in the future they want to get
another license related to fish
and game.

Why a Loon Plate?

o 1

Get a Loon Plate

Go to www.state.me.us/ifw

or the Bureau of Motor

Vehicles to get a Conservation
“Loon” Plate today, and you'll

help Maine’s natural

environment.

Coming Soon!
myloonplate.com

Why Contribute?

S vou'll help fund important
wildlife conservation
and improvements to
Maine’s parks and lands.

&5 Maine is eligible for
significant Federal
Matching Funds to
support conservation.

Oh, and by the
way— you'll also
grace your car

or truck with the
nicest looking
license plate
anywhere.

B You'll qualify for
an annual tax
deduction of 514,

MAINE <.

STHANX

A HATU!
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MAINE WARDEN SERVICE Field Notes

IFEW Photo
Nine-year-old Leah Cuetera of Winslow, whe was reported missing on Saturday merning, Aug. 30, stands with members of
the Maine Warden Service shortly after being located on an ATV trail in Salem Township and reunited with her family on
Sunday afternoon, Aug. 31. MWS coordinated the search for Cuetera, which included law enforcement and 400 volunteers.

T e e T T T

Six men plead guilty to poaching-related crimes

By Deborah Turcotte
IF&W Spokesperson

Six family members involved in the illegal
killing and selling of deer in the South Paris,
Greenwood and Bethel areas have plead
guilty to charges that resulted from a nearly
two-year investigation by the Maine Warden
Service,

The Maine Warden Servicas Wildlife
Crimes Investigation Division initiated the
special investigation in late 2006 after it
received numerous complaints from the
public, hunters and law enforcement about
alleged poaching activities they witnessed
regarding one of the men. Six men who are
relatives were summonsad last February
after search warrants were served on four
of the men's residences last January.

Oxford County Assistant District Attor-

ney Joe O'Connor worked with the Maine
Warden Service to adjudicate the individu-
als. Many of the defendants plead quilty in
the last few months; one plead guilty on
Monday, Oct, 27,

The crimes included: night hunting, hunt-
ing deer in closed season, exceeding the
limit on dear, killing of deer over bait, theft
of traps, and trapping without a license. All
were charged with Class D and E hunting
crimes according to Title 12 of the State of
Maine Inland Fisherles and Wildlife laws.

"Poaching is a serious crime and we will
prosecute,” said Colonel Joel Wilkinson of
the Maine Warden Service. "It robs valuable
wildlife resources from the people of the
state of Maine, They are the real victims in
this and all poaching incdents.”

The following subjects plead guilty as the

result of plea bargains:

Kyle A. Morgan, DOB 5-1-B7, South
Paris (Greenwood Post Office bax): three
(3) counts of night hunting and three (3)
counts of theft of traps; $3,000 fine and 30
days in jail;

Matthew W, Cole, DOB 1-18-84, Green-
wiood (formerly Bryant Pond): three (3)
counts of exceeding limit on deer; £3,000
fine and 14 days in jail;

Thomas L. Walker, DOB 10-15-52, Bethel:
one count of hunting/possessing deer in
closed season, one (1) count of exceeding
limit on deer; £2,000 fine and 14 days in
jail;

Matthew T. Walker, DOB 5-19-84, Bethel:
one (1) count of falsely registering a deer;
$1,000 fine;

Raymond 1. Walker, DOB 5-26-43, Nor-
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way: one (1) count of falsely registering a
deer; 300 fine;

James M. Campbell, DOB 4-19-87, West
Paris: one (1) count of baiting deer, one (1)
count of trapping without a license; $300 in
total fines ($150 on each count), commu-
nity service.

Several of the convicted individuals also
will be subject to license and permit revoca-
tions by the Maine Department of Inland
Fisheries and Wildlife,

Jonathan 1. Morgan of Greenwood, DOB
10-9-59, also was charged in February. His
case still is being adjudicated.

RN EE R AR SRR R SRR B

. Valiant Effort: A 42-year-old man
who was moose hunting with friends in the
Clayton Lake area suffered a massive heart
attack while out in the woods. Warden Dave
Allen *worked on him tirelessly and kept
him alive for a period of time,” according to
a friend of the victim, who notified IF&W
about Warden Allen’s commendable actions.
The man died while being transported by
LifeFlight to Bangor.

. Presidential Security Detail:
Seven wardens provided security along
trails for President Bush while he mountain-
biked during an August visit to his family's
summer home in Kennebunkport. Game
Wardens have been called to service on
other presidential visits in the past, such
as a separate mountain-biking excursion
at Massebesic Mational Forest, and a Earth
Day celebration at Wells National Estuarine
Reserve,

. Hurricane Kyle Search: A mas-
sive search-and-rescue was underway Sept.
27 and into the moming of Sept. 28 for
an B0-year-old woman who was reported
missing in Brooklin as Hurricane Kyle ap-
proached coastal Maine. Local weather
reparts indicated that the Blue Hill area

received seven inches of rain through the
night. The woman was located - wet and
hypothermic but alive -- by Warden Mark
Merrifield and K-9 Aspen. *This search-and-
rescue was one of the worst weather SAR
operations 1 have ever been involved with,”
said Sgt. Ralph Hosford. Participating in the
search were Wardens Brian Tripp, Justin
Fowlie, David Simmons, Shannon Fish, Jim
Fahey, David Georgia, Rick Cuellette, Alan
Gillis, Michalle Merrifield, Mark Thompson,
Chris Dyer, Chris Cloutier, Sgt. Kevin Adam
and Lt. Adam Gormely. Assisting the war-
dens were members of the Hancock County
Sheriff's Office, MDI Search and Rescue
Group, Waldo County Search and Rescue
Group, MESARD, and the Brooklin and Han-
cock County fire departments.

® Sexual Predator Arrested:
& man considerad to be a violent saxual

Photo by Emily Jones
Members of the Maine Warden Service ran a half-marathon from the Maine Crimi-
nal Justice Academy at Oak Grove to the Fallen Officers Memorial at the State
House on Oct. 13. New graduates were reminded of their obligations to the public
and the state's outdoor resources, and to be mindful of the ultimate sacrifice
given by 14 wardens who died in the line of duty.

predator was arrested when Game Wardens
were executing a search warrant for beaver
trapping violations at another man's house,
The sexual predator was on the premises
and had an arrest warrant for failing to
register where he was living. The subject

of the search warrant had prior arrests for
burglary and drug trafficking.

. Wyoming Wonder: An Internat
user in Wyoming picked up talk and a photo
in a chat room where a boy was bragging
about shooting a moose. The concerned
person contacted Operation Game Thief
in Maine earlier this month, and Warden
Shannon Fish began an investigation by
g-mailing the photo to other wardens in
the hopes of identifying the tagging station
in the picture — and, mast importantly, the
hunter. Warden Ryan Fitzpatrick identified
the station and did the leg work to identify
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The Maine Warden Service welcomed six graduates of the Advanced Warden
School during ceremonies on Oct. 17. They are (left to right) Cadre Ben Drew,
Wardens Kristopher MacCabe, Eric Dauphinee and Joshua Bubier, Sgt. Mark
Warren, Wardens Aaron Cross, Josh Tibbetts and Kevin Pelkey, and Cadre Mike
Pierre. Sgt. Warren was the warden trainer.

the hunters. After wardens asked a few
questions — and got lies for answers — it
eventually turned out that a son shot the
moose and his father, who had a moose
permit, had it tagged. Eventually the father
admitted that his son shot and killed the
moose, The son was cited for hunting
moose without a permit. Warden Fish called
and thanked the Wyoming resident.

. Burglary Spree Ends: War-
dens worked with the Washington County
Sheriff's Department, the Maine State Police
and the Maine Drug Enforcement Agency
to solve a rash of burglaries in Washington
County. Maine Warden Service K-9s were
used as well. The suspects that were ap-
prehended have previously been caught for
fish and wildlife or recreational vehicle viola-
tions. Several arrests were made and stalen
praperty was recovered, including hunting
rifles that were stolen from wehicles, One
subject confessed to 50 burglaries, accord-
ing to law enforcement.

. Oh, Deer-Me: On Aug. 27, at 8
p.m., Warden Jim Martin was sent to in-
vestigate a call that five domestic pen-kept
deer had been shot and couple of more had
been wounded in Oakfield. So as not to de-
stroy the scene because of darkness, War-

den Martin asked Warden Paul Farrington
to assist with a K-9 the next morning. No
spent casings, however, were located. The
dead deer were examined, and no bullets
were located in their bodies. Upon fur-

ther review, the wardens determined that
prior to his death a smaller stag went on a
rampage that included goring and stomping
on some of the other deer before he met
his demise, Every deer in the pen had some
sort of injury on it

. Why Did the Chicken Go to
the River?: When talking to a fisherman
and his grandmother on the East Branch
Sebasticook River, Warden Skip Bates heard
some rustling in a pack-basket close by, He
asked if there were fish in there, and the
grandmaother said "no,” but that there was
a chicken. A live chicken. "Why?" asked
Bates, Because it is her grandson’s pet and
“he does not go anywhere without it.”

. Mot in Kansas Anymore: A
Kansas man whose father was drawn for a
moose permit is going home with a story
to tell. He got a 400-pound bear. Another
man calling for moose shot a 250-pound
bear, while another man reported taking a
300-pound bear. Maine bears usually weigh
150-200 pounds.

Phato by Emily Jones

MAINE WARDEN SERVICE

CALLS FOR SERVICE

38.9
percent

of calls from Jan. 1 - Sept. 30, 2008
involved nuisance wildlife
or dead or injured fish or wildlife

NUISANCE WILDLIFE
2,347
INJURED WILDLIFE
1,676
INFORMATION REQUESTS
1542
DEAD FISH,/WILDLIFE
a7
ENFORCEMENT DETAIL
623
ASSIST OTHER AGENCIES
544

SNOWMORBILE COMPLAINTS
497
ATV COMPLAINTS

479

SEARCH AND RESCUE
360

PERMITS

37

HUNTING COMPLAINTS
329

REFERRED TO OTHER AGENCY
314
DOG COMPLAINTS
247
BOATING/WATERCRAFT COMPLAINTS

240

FISHING COMPLAINTS
195

PUBLIC RELATIONS
183
TRESPASSING
175
TRAPPING COMPLAINTS
68
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IF&W INFORMATION

287-8000

Mallard Time: Maine Migratory Waterfowl Stamp Art contest underway

The Maine Department of Inland Fisheries
and Wildlife once again is holding a Maine
Migratory Waterfowl Stamp Art Contest for
2009,

This year, Mallards are the subject.

The winning entry will be selected during
judging at 1:30 p.m. April 2 at the Augusta
Civic Center.

Entries for the contest must be mailed
or delivered to the Maine Department of
Inland Fisheries and Wildlife from 9 a.m.
March 2 until 4 p.m. on March 27, 2009.

The winning artist will retain ownership of
the winning entry and will receive an award
of £1,000 and a sheet of 10 stamps.

Maine WiLbuiFe Park

2009 FAMILY SEASON PASSES
AVAILABLE FOR PURCHASE OMNLINE

Family or individual passes to the Maine
Wildlife Park can be purchasaed online at
wivw. mainewildlifepark.com.

Season passes provide limitless visits, in-
cluding all special events, during our regular
season, which will run from mid-April to
Mov, 11, 2009.A family pass is valid for up
to & members. Cost is $70 for a family pass
and $35 for an individual pass.

Food Bank

HunTters For THE HuNGRY
1-888-4DEER-ME

Hunters for the Hungry, a cooperative
program between Inland Fisheries and Wild-
life and The Food Assistance Program, pro-
vides a means for hunters to donate all or a
portion of their hunt to a local food pantry.
This program has been a boon to our citi-
zens, providing meat to those who may no
longer be able to hunt, to those who have
a medical necessity of having natural low
fat meat and to others who visit their local
emergency feeding organization. Those
wishing more information on this program
may call toll free 1-888-4DEER-ME.

The top five submissions will be displayed

for the duration of the Maine Sportsman

Show in April in Augusta,

For a copy of the Full Entry Regquirements
and the Official Entry Form, please contact

Kristina at 287-5244,

Contest is open to Maine residents only.

O ARARSE SBCRATORY WATERFCARYL STAMP

M

PERFECT!

THE MAINE SPORTSMAN'’S
LICENSE PLATE

BUREAU OF MOTOR VEHICLES

AVAILABLE AT ANY

LOCATION OR AT
MANY TOWN OFFICES
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L.L. Bean Outpoor HerO

Retailer honors former IF&W employee

By Deborah Turcotte
IF&W Spokesperson
Former Maine Department of Inland
Fisheries and Wildlife marketing specialist
Bill Pierce recently was named a recipient
of the prestigious L.L. Bean 2008 Outdoor

LL.Bean

Mr. Pierce, wha
worked at the
Department from
1999 until April
2008, was nominated by Fisheries Division
Director John Boland. He now works at the
Rangeley Lakes Heritage Trust.

The L.L. Bean Outdoor Herces Program
was developed to thank individuals who
have dedicated their time to preserving the
outdoors and encouraging the use of recre-
ational outdoor space.,

Winners are awarded a $5,000 grant to-
wards their crganization to support contin-
ued preservation, conservation and educa-
tional efforts. IFRW will apply the grant to
its youth fishing and education programs.

"The award honors those people who
make a difference in the world around us -
the one we enjoy today and the world that
wie will pass along to our children and their
children,” said Mike Gawtry, L.L. Bean proj-
ect line manager for hunting and fishing.

The Maine Department of Inland Fisheries
and Wildlife is grateful to L.L. Bean for its
continuous support of its conservation, and
youth fishing and education programs.,

“Bill's love of Maine’s great outdoors is
evident in his never-ending enthusiasm to
share its fishing and hunting opportunities
with others, and the programs he devel-
oped while at the Department of Inland
Fisheries and Wildlife could be viewed as an
invitation for all ko go outside and play,” said
Commissioner Roland *Danny™ Martin, “We
thank our partner L.L. Bean for recogniz-

'F. v r | — __f;:f‘;‘_--_

ing the dedication we saw in Bill, and for
its generous donation to our programs that
bring outdoors opportunities to Maine’s
youth.”

Amang M. Pierce’s accomplishments:

» Airing hunting and fishing information
on Maine Tumpike Radio;

« Creating and posting hunting, fish-
ing and outdoors safety informational
videos on www. mefishwildlife.com, and
e-mailing the videos to tens of thou-
sands of people;

« Branding IFEW's logo on merchandise
that is sold through the internet and
private partnerships, including one with
L.L. Baan, which raises thousands of
dollars for conservation and education
programs;

« Establishing corporate partnerships with
several companies, incuding L.L. Bean,
that have generated funds for IFRW
projects such as the Qutdoors Partners
trailer, fishing and hunting publications,
wild trout initiatives, and threatened
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Submitted Photo
Former Department of Inland Fisheries and Wildlife marketing specialist Bill
Pierce (second from right) celebrates receiving a L.L. Bean 2008 Outdoor Heroes
Award with (from left) Mike Gawtry, product line manager for hunting and fish-
ing, IF&W Deputy Commissioner Paul F, Jacques, IF&W Fisheries Division Direc-
tor John Boland and IF&W Commissioner Roland “Danny” Martin, during a recent
ceremony.

and endangered species programs.

"Maine is now a destination for hunters
and anglers from across the nation due in
part because of Bill's work with local and
national television, radio, web, and print-
based media,” Gawtry said. "Anglers, hunt-
ers, birdwatchers understand the manage-
ment programs and needs of IFEW due to
Bill's work."”

Mr. Pierce said he is appreciative for the
Outdoor Heroes award, nating that “the De-
partment’s mission of managing Maine’s fish
and wildlife resources — and the resources
themsehwes = are such wonderful things to
promote,”

“1 am grateful to be honored by L.L. Bean
with this award, but any success [ have
enjoyed is largely due to the hard work of
my friends and co-workers at IF&W" Pierce
said. "I am truly blessed to have worked
with a ot of very special people in the main
office, the regional staff and the Maine
Warden Service. Those folks are the real
Outdoor Herpas."
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A WILDLIFE BUFFET

Fall fruits and nuts help wildlife put on layers of
fat for long migrations and provide energy for staying
warm in winter. Many of these native fruits and nuts
remain on branches throughout winter, providing food

above the snowline for lots of Maine wildlife.

Different animals have different preferences for

the many kinds of native fruits and nuts
that grow here.

Fall is a great time to plant new shrubs and
trees, and in many cases, may be purchased at
reduced rates from nurseries clearing out their

inventories for the season.

Although some of the fruits pictured on the
next page are delicious for people too, make sure you
DO NOT try to eat any wild fruit unless you are
POSITIVE it is edible!
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See if you can unscramble the names of each critter,
to 2 of their favorite foods!

]

ANSWERS ON PAGE 20

Native wild fruits can provide lots of valuable food for wildlife, and make your yard
look lovely too! See if you can do some ‘wildscaping’ this fall or next spring.
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REGISTERED MAINE GUIDE MERCHANDISE ORDER FORM

Please
check one
Reg | Mstr Iltem Quantity/Size Price each Totals
Green T-shirt shorf-sleeve _S__M__L__ XL__ XL $16.00 )
Green T-shirt long-sleeve 5 M_ L XL XXL $23.00 5
Pine Green Chamois Shirt 5 M__L__XL__XxL $36.00 $
Green Fleece Vest _ 8 M__L_ XL_ XML 536.00 3
Green Cotton Hat w/ Suede Bill one size fits all __ 316.00 5
Green Waxcloth Hat one size fils all ___ 316.00 3
Blaze Orange Hat one size fits all ___ $16.00 )
Camo Mossy Oak Brand Hat one size fits all 516.00 5
Hand Crafted, Limited Edition Belt Buckle| one size fits all ___ 520.00 5
Reg = Registered / Mstr = Master Subtotal §
Sales Tax (Maine residents add 5%) 3
Postage (see chart below) §
GRAND TOTAL 3
Name
Please calculate the shipping cost by Mailing Address
the number of items per category. City State Zip
Hats - $1.35 per hat Phone # ( ) Date:

T-shirts - $2.31 per shirt
(short sleeve and long sleeve)

Chamois & Vests - $4.05 per shirt

For Example:
2 hals ordered: $2.70 postage
1 Veest and 1 hat ordered: $5.40 postage

(we will only call if we have a question about your order)
Guide License #

METHOD OF PAYMENT
(Please make check payable to: Treasurer State of Maing)

Check/Money Order Visa Mastercard
Card Number
Exp. Date ! Signature

Thank you for ordering from:

items can be ordered by
Licensed Maine Guides only!! I&E - Guide Merchandise

Maine Department of Inland Fisheries and Wildlife

41 State House Station

Please allow 2-4 weeks for delivery. Augusta, ME 04333-0041

A few items for sale...

Belt Buckle

Items can also be ordered from our online store:
www. mefishwildlife.com

Camo Hat




IMIOSES WINNERS

| $2,000 GIFT CERTIFICATE
f’/f H@i 4 %"fﬂ, LLBean o RITTERY TRADING PosT

Wampns Fosswait urrmirras®

JOEL BEAULE ; LESTERTHOMPSON KANDIS GOODWIN
LEWISTON : MONROE : SANFORD

2009 Combo Hunt-Fish License*

* Subject to meeting license requirements and promaotion rules.

Lawrence Welch Norridgewock Ronald Cheney Wells Leroy Robinson Winthrop
Michael Meeks Chesterville James Mallett Plymouth Christopher Chiasson Fort Kent
Philip Smith Hollis Ronald Partridge Glenbum Richard Fritz Naples

Robert Goodale Wells Christopher Wiggin Carmel Michael Prosser Cumberland, RI
John Brochu Fairfield Mike Harmon W. Des Maoines, [A Stephen Martino Stratham, NH
Allen Shores Winslow James Haining Newport Anita Varney Norridgewock
Ross Plante Portland Victor LaPierre Berwick Wayne Adams Sanford

Michael Gilmore Bangor Kristin Story Wells Patricia Skoby Henniker, NH
Jeffrey Marshall Shawmut Mark Mawfel Fairfield Donald Beal MNew Gloucester
Robert Rickgauer Peyton, CO Shad Showaker Newville, PA Kevin Rooney Everett, MA

MOSES is the Maine Department of Inland Fisheries and Wildlife's onling licensing system. To encourage people bo use the service, IFEW and its genergus
retall partners offered these prizes as incentive. Persons who used MOSES to purchase a license or registration or enter a lottery bebween Dec. 10, 2007
and Sept. 18, 2008 were automatically enterad into the drawing. There were mare than &4,000 entrants.

The pramation was run in acoordance with specafic rules approved by the Athomey General’s office,
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